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Joseph Sanders of Randolph County, North Carolina, wrote his will on 
March 18, 1803. He is recognized by the National Society of the Daughters 
of the American Revolution as a Revolutionary War Patriot. (Ancestor 
#213613, NSDAR records) 
 
https://services.dar.org/public/dar_research/search_adb/?action=full&p_i
d=A213613 
 
The following information about Joseph Sanders military service is 
provided in Tom Jacks’ Sons of the American Revolution application: 
 
Joseph Sanders was listed as a private in Walker’s company, Colonel 
James Hogan’s 7th regiment, North Carolina continental line (p.95). He is 
listed in “an account of allowances made for officers and soldiers of the 
late continental line at Hillsboro” (p.193). Joseph Sanders, Continental of 
Hillsboro district, is listed on a list of “vouchers” of soldiers of the 
Continental Army (p.399). From the Roster of Soldiers from North Carolina 
in the American Revolution, Daughters of the American Revolution, 
Genealogical Publishing Company, 1984. 
 
Joseph joined the Continental Army in 1777 and was mustered out in 
October 1777. The D.A.R. has accepted and admitted to membership a 
descendant of Joseph’s son George McGuire Sanders, who died in Jackson 
County, Alabama, on December 22, 1867 and three other memberships 
from descendants of Joseph’s son, Joseph, Jr., who was killed by 
bushwhackers on April 10, 1863 in Jackson County, Alabama. (National 
Numbers 878805, 1009570, 847957, and 916718).  
 
The purpose of this article is to provide evidence that Mary Sanders, a 
daughter of Joseph who is mentioned in his 1803 will, was the mother of 
Isaac Sanders, who was born in 1817 in Randolph County, North Carolina. 
Isaac moved with his parents to Jackson County, Alabama, in 1833, 
married in Jackson County in 1836, moved with his family to Old 
Tishomingo County, Mississippi in 1841, and moved next to Montgomery 
County, Arkansas, in 1850.  After the Civil War, he moved back to 

https://services.dar.org/public/dar_research/search_adb/?action=full&p_id=A213613
https://services.dar.org/public/dar_research/search_adb/?action=full&p_id=A213613


Tishomingo (now Prentiss County), where he died after 1880 in near 
Booneville in Prentiss County. The main evidence presented here is 
sourced within the text that follows or can be inferred from the transcript 
of Joseph’s will of 1803, the 1811 settlement of Joseph’s estate, or the 
testimony of John Sanders and Carroll J. Brewer in 1878 before the 
Southern Claims Commission. Copies of the relevant parts of these 
original documents can be found at the end of this article. I also mention 
several census records but have not provided copies in this article because 
census record who has access to a computer. 
 
When Joseph Sanders, Sr., of Randolph County, North Carolina, made his 
will on March 18, 1803,  he was evidently deeply concerned about the 
future of his children, hence the provision in the will that if any of the 
children had to be apprenticed, they should be apprenticed to Quakers. 
Though Joseph was not a Quaker himself, he apparently trusted the 
Quakers to do right by his children.  

The children mentioned in the will are Rachel, Mary, Sarah, Phebe, John, 
George, and Joseph. Joseph’s wife, Rebecca, is also mentioned. In the will, 
Joseph gave his movable estate (personal property) to his wife Rebecca 
(or Rebekah) during her life or widowhood, but stated that if she 
remarried, the personal property was to be divided among Rebecca and 
the four daughters—Rachel, Mary, Sarah, and Phebe. He also gave 
Rebecca the use of his residence during her life or widowhood.  
 
He gave his real estate in equal divisions to his three sons: John, George, 
and Joseph. He named his wife Rebecca and his sons John and George the 
executors of his estate.  
 
The will was proven in court during the November term of 1805, and we 
know from this that Joseph died between 1803 when he made the will 
and 1805 when the will was proven in court.  

In November 1811, a division of the personal estate was made in court 
with the four daughters and Rebecca splitting the proceeds. Though it is 
not exactly clear why a division was made at this time, the settlement 
reveals that all the daughters-Rachel, Mary, Sarah, and Phebe-were 
married by 1811 and three of them had husbands with the last name of 
Sanders. In those days, of course, upon marriage, the legal identity of a 
woman was virtually merged with that of her husband; hence the 
husbands (Joseph’s sons-in-law) rather than their wives (Joseph’s 
daughters) were listed in the settlement as having control of their wives 
share of the proceeds. 



In the documents provided after this article, one can find a copy of the 
original handwritten document, but here is a summary of the estate 
settlement from the North Carolina Archives: 
 
Joseph Sanders, 1811. Order to settle with executors August Term 1811. 
Joshua Craven and Benjamin Marmon appointed committee to settle. 
Test: Jesse Harper, C.C. C. Settlement of estate, 14 November 1811. 
Executors, Rebekah Sanders & George Sanders. Names: Francis Sanders, 
Peter Rich, Benjamin Sanders, Jesse Sanders, Rebekah Sanders.  

From various sources, such as census records and marriage records, we 
are able to determine the identities of the Sanders men who are 
mentioned in the estate settlement: 

Francis Sanders (1782-about 1860). Francis had married Joseph’s 
daughter Rachel on August 21, 1801. North Carolina, Index to 
Marriage Bonds, 1741-1868.This couple moved to Jackson County, 
Alabama, by 1830. See the 1830 and 1840 census of Jackson 
County, and the 1850 census of DeKalb County, Alabama. for more 
information about this family. 

Peter Rich (1783-1872). He was the husband of Joseph’s daughter, 
Sarah. For more information about Peter and his wife, see the material 
from the book Centennial History of Grant County, Indiana, 1812-1912 
that is given in the documentary material following this article. Peter 
Rich was a birthright Quaker, but the Center Monthly Meeting, Guilford 
County, North Carolina, disowned him for “marrying out.” It appears he 
was later able to get back in the good graces of the Quakers, though his 
biography suggests he never regained entirely his faith. Sarah, on the 
other hand, appears to have embraced the Quaker identity. This couple 
moved to Indiana and died there.  
 
Jesse Sanders (1780-about 1839). Jesse married Joseph’s youngest 
daughter Phebe about 1806. This couple later moved to Lawrence 
County, Tennessee where their household appears on the 1830 census. 
Family tradition in this branch of the family is that the name of Jesse’s 
wife was Phebe Sanders and that her maiden name was also Sanders. 
Source: Title: Aunt Mary Sanders Copeland's Bible in Tennessee. 
Publication: (Chicago: John A. Hertel Co. for International Sunday School 
League, no date), photocopy courtesy Joanne M. Calhoun, East 
Wenatchee, WA 98802  
 
Benjamin Sanders (about 1766-about 1849). He married Joseph’s 
daughter Mary. Though there is no marriage record on file in Randolph 



County, the marriage probably occurred between 1803 when Joseph 
wrote his will and 1811 when the estate settlement was made.  
Benjamin’s household appears on the 1810 and 1830 census of Randolph 
County, North Carolina (the 1820 census is completely missing for 
Randolph County) and the 1840 census of Jackson County, Alabama. He 
and his family moved to Alabama in 1833, a few years after Mary’s sister 
Rachel and her husband Francis Sanders moved to Alabama. Other 
children of Joseph moved to Jackson County in the 1830s, for example, 
Joseph Sanders, Jr. (1893-1863) and George Sanders (1785-1866). As 
previously mentioned, the D.A.R. has already accepted Joseph and 
George Sanders of Jackson County as sons of the Revolutionary War 
Patriot Joseph Sanders. 
 
This Benjamin Sanders who married Mary Sanders, daughter of Joseph, 
is sometimes confused with another and younger Benjamin Sanders in 
Randolph County who married Jane “Jinney” Clark on August 31, 1803. 
The Benjamin who married Jinney Clark was an educated man who was 
active in the anti-slavery movement and he is not known to have been 
related to Benjamin Sanders who married Mary Sanders, daughter of 
Joseph Sanders. The Benjamin who married Mary Sanders apparently 
could not read or write and signed his numerous deeds in Randolph 
County with an “x.” 
 
From family tradition that was passed down in Texas and recorded in 
print by the first decade of the  twentieth century, quite a bit is known 
about Benjamin Sanders, husband of Mary Sanders. He was by 
occupation a blacksmith and gunsmith. He and Mary had numerous 
children. 
 
For greater detail about Benjamin Sanders’ life and children and the family 
tradition, see the following copies of documents that follow this article: 
 
D. Leon Sanders, History of Texas and Texans, 1914, Francis White 
Johnson, American Historical Society, volume 5, p. 563. 

Levi Lindsey Sanders obituary 1917. Canton Herald (Canton, Texas), 
January 12, 1917, p. 8. 

Though Benjamin married Mary and his brother Francis married her sister 
Rachel, Y-DNA testing has shown that Joseph, the father of Mary, 
belonged to a different Sanders line from his sons-in-law. Apparently, the 
two Sanders families were just neighbors, with brothers of one Sanders 
family marrying the sisters of another.  That Mary and her husband were 
not cousins from the same Sanders line marrying each other is evident 



from a chart at the Sanders/Saunders FTDNA Y-DNA project page. 
 
https://www.familytreedna.com/public/SandersDNA?iframe=yresults 
 
 
This chart reveals that Benjamin Sanders’ line is Group 17, whereas 
Joseph’s group line is Group 2. There are sufficient participants from the 
male Sanders line of Joseph and the male Sanders line of Benjamin to 
leave no doubt about the two lines having different DNA markers. 
 
Benjamin and Mary had many children, but there are only two we are 
concerned with here: John and Isaac. 
 
John was born in 1822 in Randolph County (census records and other 
documentation) and his family moved to Jackson County, Alabama in 
1833. The move is confirmed by his testimony before the Southern Claims 
Commission, roll 14, image 300 (273). That year, 1833, was the same 
year his father Benjamin sold a large tract of land to Henry Woolever in 
Randolph County, North Carolina (Randolph Deed Book 19, p. 395), 
apparently in preparation for the move. John appears on the 1850 and 
1860 census of Jackson County, Alabama, where he is household no.415 
and his uncle Joseph Sanders, Jr. (son of Joseph of the 1803 will) is 
household no. 416. 
 
When the Civil War began, John remained loyal to the federal government, 
and led a group of men who left the county in order to join the Union 
Army. He joined an Ohio unit and remained in the federal army for the 
duration of the war. 
 
John’s uncle, Joseph Sanders, Jr., who was seventy years old at the time, 
was killed by bushwhackers as he was plowing his field near his home in 
1863. For more about this killing, see: 
 
https://renegadesouth.wordpress.com/2011/12/10/gary-b-sanders-
confederate-conflict-in-jackson-county-alabama/ 
 
John himself survived the war and several years after returning home to 
Jackson County, he petitioned the Southern Claims Commission for 
restitution for the damage to his property while he was away in the 
service. Several of his friends, neighbors, and relatives testified on his 
behalf. 
 
Among those was Carroll Jackson Brewer. As Johns Sanders’ neighbor, 
friend and relative by marriage, Brewer was well acquainted with the 

https://www.familytreedna.com/public/SandersDNA?iframe=yresults
https://renegadesouth.wordpress.com/2011/12/10/gary-b-sanders-confederate-conflict-in-jackson-county-alabama/
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dynamics of John Sanders’ family tree.  

Brewer states,  

“I married a half-niece of claimant, but I am not in any way interested in 
his claim.” [Roll 14, 329 (302) February 16, 1878] 
 
Brewer’s wife was Mary Lucretia Sanders (born 1833), who was the daughter 
of William Sanders, born in 1793. Before her marriage to Brewer, Lucretia 
appeared on the 1850 census in the household of her father. William was, 
therefore, John Sanders’ half-brother. Since William was born in 1793 and 
John in 1822, William was a son of the first wife and John a son of the second 
wife of their father Benjamin. 
 
From further testimony of Carroll J. Brewer, we can see that the second wife 
of Benjamin and the mother of John Sanders was a sister of Joseph Sanders, 
Jr. (1793-1863). 
 
roll 14, image 335-336 (308-309):  

 “I knew him [John Sanders] about twenty-five years for all that time and live 
about three miles from him at Mainard cove, PO, Jackson county. I have 
heard him discuss that he could not sustain the secession principles and if it 
did come up we would him this must all of his talk with me was in the side of 
the union and he always voted in support to. Claimant went into the Regular 
Federal Army and served nearly three years, and he caused nineteen men 
with him when he went. .............James Hawkins and others searched 
for his uncle often and did take out him, Joe Sanders who was 
seventy years old, they taken him out of the field when he was at 
work and shot him on the side of the mountain”.  
 
The “Joe Sanders” in this reference, of course, is Joseph Sanders, the 
brother of Mary Sanders, both of whom are mentioned in their father’s 
1803 will in Randolph. This statement of Carroll J. Brewer, who was 
related by marriage to John Sanders, is evidence that John was known by 
people during his lifetime as the nephew of Joseph Sanders (1793-1863). 
It follows from this testimony that John Sanders has to be a son of one of 
the children of Joseph who died in 1803. 
 
If we look further at the children of Joseph, Sr., we find that that Mary is 
the only one who could have been the parent of John Sanders.  As 
previously mentioned, John’s male descendants and other descendants of 
his father Benjamin have taken Y-DNA tests. These tests show John’s 
descendants belong to FTDNA Y-Group 17, whereas male Sanders 
descendants of Joseph Sanders belong to Y-DNA Group 2. The DNA 



evidence, therefore, rules out John Sanders’ being a son of one of the 
brothers of the Joseph who died in 1863. John Sanders has to be a son of 
one of the younger Joseph’s sisters: Rachel, Mary, Phebe, or Sarah. 
 
And, as we have seen with the female children of Joseph, Sr.: 
  
Sarah married Peter Rich and this couple moved to Indiana. 
 
Phebe married Jesse Sanders and they moved to Tennessee. 
 
Rachel married Francis Sanders in 1801and this couple moved to Jackson 
County, Alabama, just as did Benjamin and Mary. 
 
So, could Rachel, rather than Mary, be the mother of John Sanders? There 
are many reasons based on family traditions and census records to rule 
out Rachel as the mother of John Sanders, but one crucial bit of evidence 
is John’s testimony to the Southern Claims Commission that he moved to 
Jackson County in 1833. [roll 14, 300 (273)] Rachel and her husband 
Francis had already been living in Alabama for several years in 1833; they 
appear on the 1830 census and may even have moved a few years before 
1830. 
 
The 1830 census, of course, only lists the head of household (Francis), but 
it is evident that the couple on the 1830 census of Jackson County is the 
same couple who appear on the 1840 census of Jackson County and the 
1850 census of neighboring DeKalb County because in 1830, 1840, and in 
1850, the wife (Rachel) is shown as having been born a few years earlier 
than her husband (1779 and 1782 in 1850). Furthermore, it’s unlikely that 
Francis and Rachel would have left a son back in North Carolina. And, as 
we have seen, John’s father Benjamin sold a large tract of land in 
Randolph County in 1833, the same year John testified he moved he 
moved to Alabama. He was only eleven years old in 1833. It is most likely 
he moved with his parents in 1833.  
 
A further reason to reject Rachel as the mother of John Sanders is that 
later in life John Sanders applied for a pension based on his Civil War 
service, and, after his death, his brother Alfred Head Mashburn Sanders 
signed an affidavit in February 1897 in support of the widow’s application 
to continue the pension. Alfred stated he was seventy years old and had 
never lived more than five miles from his brother. Although “Uncle Mash,” 
as he was known to the family, was illiterate, his statement of his age 
coincides with the available census records of 1850, 1860, 1870, 1880, 
1900, and 1910 (Alfred died in 1918). His death certificate in 1918 does 
give his age as ninety-eight but this is an anomaly; to accept that as 



accurate, we would have to ignore six census records and Alfred sworn 
affidavit in 1897.  Although these records vary slightly, they center around 
the year 1827, and in no census record is he shown as having been born 
before 1826 or after 1829. If we look at the 1830 and 1840 census 
records for the household of Francis and Rachel Sanders, they do not have 
male child born who was born between the years 1825 and 1830. 
Therefore, Alfred’s being a brother of John and being born about 1827 is a 
second reason Rachel cannot be the mother of John Sanders. (To avoid 
confusion, it is necessary to mention that there was another and younger 
Francis Sanders living in Jackson County in 1830 and 1840; this second 
Francis is a son of Francis who married Rachel). 
 
Hence, since Sarah, Phebe, and Rachel cannot be the mother of John 
Sanders of Jackson County and John is the nephew of Joseph Sanders who 
died in 1863, Joseph’s daughter Mary Sanders who married Benjamin 
Sanders must be his mother. 
 
In his Southern Claims commission testimony in 1878, roll 14, image 312 
(285), John Sanders stated: 
 
“I was born in Randolph County, North Carolina, near Ashboro.”  

He also mentioned [roll 14, 316-317(289-290)], when asked whether any of 
his relatives had supported the Confederacy, that he had a brother named 
Isaac:  

"I have a brother said to be in the Confederate army. I did not see him. Isaac 
Sanders, forty-four or five years of age on entry the Confederate army in 
Montgomery County, Arkansas. I have no influence over him, he lived in 
Arkansas when he joined the army and contributed nothing to his outfit-- 
would not have he [contributed] had [he] been living here."  

According to census and family records, Isaac Sanders was born in 1817. 
He married a woman named Elizabeth in Jackson County in 1836 (family 
tradition is that her maiden name was King) and he and Elizabeth appear 
on the 1840 census of Jackson County, Alabama, with a young son. They 
are living one household away from his father, Benjamin Sanders. 
 
Isaac and Elizabeth do not appear on the 1850 census but in 1860, they 
are living in Montgomery County, Arkansas. 
 
Although Isaac did join the Confederate Army in the early days of the Civil 
War, he later switched sides and served in the Union Cavalry in 1864. His 
enlistment record shows that he was born in Randolph County, North 
Carolina, like his brother John. (See copy of military service at the end of 



this article). Although he was missing in action at a skirmish at Dardanelle 
in May 1864, he still appeared on the mustered out roll in June 1865. 
 
In 1870, Isaac’s family had moved to Prentiss County, Mississippi. In 
1880, they are still living in Booneville in Prentiss County. This is the last 
known record of Isaac and Elizabeth. 
 
In conclusion, this article proposes the following: 
 
The 1803 will of Joseph Sanders identified a daughter named Mary and a 
son named Joseph and George. 
 
The D.A.R. accepts that the younger Joseph and his brother George 
moved to Jackson County, Alabama. 
 
The 1811 estate settlement of Joseph Sanders indicates that Mary’s 
husband at that time was named Benjamin Sanders. 
 
Benjamin moved his family to Jackson County, Alabama, according to 
land and census record from 1830, 1833, and 1840. 
 
Carroll J. Brewer stated in his 1878 testimony to the Southern Claims 
Commission that Joseph Sanders, Jr., of Jackson County, was the uncle of 
John Sanders. We know from other records this John was born in 1822 
and died in 1896. 
 
John Sanders cannot be the son of one of the junior Joseph’s brothers 
because FTDNA DNA tests reveal that Joseph’s line is not the same Y-DNA 
line as that of Benjamin. Hence, John can only be a nephew of the junior 
Joseph as a son of one of the junior Joseph’s sisters. Two of those sisters 
lived in other states; the remaining sister, Rachel, cannot be the mother 
of John because she and her husband were in Jackson County in 1830 
and John stated in Southern Claims Commission testimony that his family 
moved to the county in 1833. Further, John’s brother, A.H.M. Sanders, 
made a sworn affidavit that he was seventy years old in 1897 (a date 
closely matching census data from 1850, 1860, 1870, 1880, 1900, and 
1910) and there was no son born between 1825 and 1830 in the 
household of Rachel and her husband in 1830 or 1840. Therefore, Mary is 
the only daughter of the senior Joseph who could have been the mother 
of John and A.H.M. Sanders. 
 



Further, John Sanders also testified that he had a brother named Isaac 
who lived in Montgomery County, Arkansas, at the outbreak of the Civil 
War.  This is confirmed by the 1860 Arkansas census. This is the same 
Isaac who is enumerated near his father Benjamin on the 1840 census of 
Jackson County. There is also a son of the right age to be Isaac on the 
1830 census in Benjamin’s household.  Hence, Isaac is also a son of Mary 
Sanders, daughter of Joseph Sanders of Randolph County.  
 
Supporting documentation mentioned in this article: 
 
Alfred H.M. Sanders testimony in John Sanders, pension file, Jackson 
County, Ala.,  (widow Gillie Yarbrough), August 11, 1896 WC-462771 
 
Carroll J. Brewer testimony, Southern Claims Commission, roll 14, 335-
336 (308-309), 1878 
 
Carroll J. Brewer testimony, Southern Claims Commission, roll 14, 329 
(302), 1878  
 
D. Leon Sanders, History of Texas and Texans, American Historical 
Association, 1914 

Isaac Sanders, Military Record, 1864, Montgomery County, Ark., Company 
K, 4th Cavalry. Master no. 1355383, image 388056. 
 
John Sanders testimony, Southern Claims Commission, roll 14, 300 (273), 
1878 
 
John Sanders testimony, Southern Claims Commission, roll 14, 312(285) 
and 316(289), 317(290), 1878 
 
Joseph Sanders of Randolph County, Estate Settlement, 1811 
 
Joseph Sanders of Randolph County, Will, 1803  
 
Levi Lindsey Sanders obituary, The Canton (Texas) Herald, 1917 

Peter Rich, Centennial History of Grant County, Indiana, 1812-1912, 1914 
 
Other documentation: 

Although only excerpts from the complete Southern Claim Commission file 
of John Sanders are presented here, the complete file of Roll 14 can be 



ordered from the National Archives. John Sanders’ claim is found on the 
following images: 

Southern Claims Commission, roll 14 John Sanders 289 (262) through 351 
(324) 

On the Internet, see also this article about Joseph Sanders, Jr., who died 
in 1863: 

https://renegadesouth.wordpress.com/2011/12/10/gary-b-sanders-
confederate-conflict-in-jackson-county-alabama/  
 

For more information about the different branches of these Sanders 
families, see: 
 
https://freepages.rootsweb.com/~sandersgenealogy/genealogy/garybsan
ders 
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Joseph Sanders, 1811. Order to settle with executors August Term 
1811. Joshua Craven and Benjamin Marmon appointed committee to 
settle. Test: Jesse Harper, C.C. C. Settlement of estate, 14 November 
1811. Executors, Rebekah Sanders & George Sanders. Names: Francis 
Sanders, Peter Rich, Benjamin Sanders, Jesse Sanders, Rebekah 
Sanders.  
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Portal to Texas History, UNT Libraries 
 
"Pioneer and Honored Citizen Passes Away."  
 
L.L. Sanders of Ben Wheeler died Thursday and was buried Friday 
 
Mr. Levi Lindsey Sanders, one of the oldest and most highly respected 
citizens of Van Zandt Co., died at his late home at Ben Wheeler, 
Thursday, Jan. 4 at 3:30 PM. He had been in perfect health till three 
months ago and had been confined to his room about ten days when 
death came to him suddenly while he was reading a letter. Funeral 
services were conducted from Marvin Chapel Church near Edom, 
interment in the Marvin cemetery. The religious service was conducted 
by the Reverend Sam N. Allen, followed by the Masonic burial service.  
Maj. James A. Harris of Willis Point pronounced a eulogy as a 
Confederate Veteran and Mr. A. W. Meredith of Wills Point presented a 
wreath and marker for the Willis Point chapter, U.D.C., explaining the 
significance of each as it was placed on the grave with other floral 
offerings. A large concourse of friends assembled with sorrowing 
relatives to pay last sad tribute of love and respect to this good citizen.  
 
Levi Lindsey Sanders was born in Jackson county, Ala., February 21, 
1837, his age being 79 years, 10 months and 17 days. He was a son 
of Buck Ben Sanders, a gunsmith and came of Irish Catholic ancestry, 
his people setting in North Carolina. Uncle Levi's paternal grandfather 
Ben Saunders, as the name was originally spelled, was converted from 
the Catholic faith at a camp meeting in Jackson county at the age of 
96 years, dying two years later. Uncle Levi was one of nine children 
and left home at the age of 16 working on a steamboat on the 
Mississippi River for sometime. Later he settled in Arkansas following 
his trade of blacksmith. He came to Texas in 1857 and married Miss 
Susanne Collins in 1858, the marriage occurring in Dallas, Texas, 
when that city was a mere village. He had a blacksmith shop at The 
Old Trinity Crossing, now Oak Cliff, and he voted for the first mayor of 
Dallas. He moved this family to Brownsboro, Henderson county, in 
1860, next enlisted in the Confederate Army, serving till the surrender 
in 1865. He belonged to Ross' Brigade, Sixth Texas Co. W. M. C. 
Dawson, T. A. Woodhouse, Uncle Tom Wilson and Uncle Billie Wilson 
are surviving comrades who live in Wills’ Point but Mr. Woodhouse was 



the only one to attend the funeral. "Uncle Levi' had never missed an 
annual Reunion of Ross, Estor and Granbury's Brigades. 
 
Returning from the Civil War, Mr. Sanders started life all over again in 
the Kaufman community near Owlet Green. Here he was converted 
and joined the Methodist Church in which he lived consistently the rest 
of his life. In 1869, he located the old homestead three miles east of 
where Ben Wheeler is today. His first wife died February 22, 1877, 
leaving ten children, six of whom survive the father as follows: Mrs. H. 
J. Craft, Canton; Mrs. H. E. Wallace, Ovallo; B. F. and J. F. Sanders, 
Ben Wheeler; Dr. D. L. Sanders, Wills Point;, Mr. T.C. Sharp, 
Murchison. The same year he married Miss Frances Smith of Garden 
Valley and to them two children were born, Morg G. Sanders of Canton 
and Mrs. Henry Cates of Ben Wheeler. The aged wife also survives 
“Uncle Levi.” Grandma Sanders has truly been a woman of the old 
type having helped to mother numerous orphans beside her own 
children and step-children. Mr. and Mrs. Sands took one grand-son 
Gurley Sanders as an infant and he has been the comfort of their old 
age.  
 
Several years ago Mr. Sanders went into the mercantile business at 
Ben Wheeler and engaged in that a number of years, quitting business 
about 16 years ago. The past 24 years he has lived at Ben Wheeler.  
 
“Uncle Levi” Sanders was a good and useful citizen, a consistent and 
zealous Methodist, an exemplary soldier of the Confederacy, a true 
and loyal Mason and dyed-in-the-wool Democrat. He has a host of 
warm friends all over the county who will join the Herald in extending 
sympathy to the bereaved relatives.  
 





 

Centennial History of Grant County, Indiana 1812 to 1912. 

Lewis Publishing Company, 1914.  Page 683, 684, 685. 

Eri Rich and Family 

 

    Of the substantial old Quaker stock which has produced such wealth of 
character and citizenship in Grant county, the Rich family has been among 
the worthiest representatives. Eri Rich has spent his best years in this 
county, has prospered in health and lands, has reared a family to do his 
credit, and has possessed the esteem of all whose lives he has touched in 
business or social relations. rm. Rich after a long career of farming has in 
recent years lived in Fairmount, and has made a reputation as a breeder of 
fine horses, his skill in this direction having made him well known among 
stock men of northeastern Indiana. 

 

    Eri Rich was born in the southern part of Hamilton County, Indiana, near 
Carmel, October 12, 1840. His father was Joseph Rich, his grandfather Peter 
Rich, Jr., both natives of Randolph County, North Carolina, while the great-
grandfather was Peter Rich, Sr., a native of England. Peter Rich, Sr., was 
married in his native land, and came to America about the time of or a little 
before the Revolutionary War. He lived and died in Randolph County, North 
Carolina, and reached a good old age. His wife was also old at the time of 
her death. They had a family of children, among whom was Peter, Jr. 

 

    Peter Rich, Jr., was born in Randolph County, North Carolina, 
about 1776-1777. Growing up in his native locality he learned the 
trade of wagon making, and was also a farmer. For many years he 
followed these pursuits in his native county. He married Sarah 
Sanders. She was a Quakeress, but her husband held to no church. Born to 
their marriage in North Carolina were the following children: Aaron, Joseph, 
Isaac, Jesse, John, David, and three daughters, Mary, Rebecca and Martha. 

 

    Joseph Rich, the third in the above named family, and the father of Eri 
Rich was born in North Carolina, in 1811. In 1830 or 1831, before he was of 
age, he bought his time from his father and came north to Indiana, locating 



near Carmel, in Hamilton County, on eighty acres of government land. His 
home was in the wilderness, and in a clearing among the woods he put up a 
log cabin, cutting the timbers from the standing trees. An interesting fact 
concerning this old pioneer of Hamilton County is that he set out soon after 
locating there two acres of apples and peach trees, and that orchard grew 
and flourished, and for many years was one of the best in all that part of 
Indiana. Some years after his own settlement, his parents and other 
members of the family came on to Indiana, locating in Grant County, in 
Fairmount Township, during the latter forties. Thus the latter years of Peter 
Rich and wife were spent in Grant County, where Peter died at the age of 
eighty-six years, and his wife at the age of eighty-seven. After getting well 
started in his new home in Hamilton County, Joseph Rich met and married 
Miriam Newby. She was born in North Carolina, was a young woman when 
she accompanied her parents to Hamilton County, and her people spent their 
lives in that section. The first wife of Joseph Rich died in Hamilton County, 
August 22, 1851. She was born January 28, 1803. In 1852 Joseph Rich after 
the death of his wife, brought his family to Grant County, having sold his 
property in Hamilton County. He bought land in Liberty Township and lived 
there a number of years finally retiring and making his home at Fairmount 
where he died about 1896. After coming to Grant County he was three times 
married, but had no children. His first wife left six children named as follows: 

 

Sarah, who married Abner Halloway, who died in Fairmount, and she now 
lives in Fairmount Township, having a family, all of whom are married. 

 

Mary, the second child, is the wife of James Marley, of Fairmount, but has no 
children. 

 

Eri Rich. 

 

Asenath is the wife of John Seale, and Englishman, now living in California, 
and they have a family of children. 

 

Jessie S. married Angeline Jenkins, now deceased, and he lives in the 
southeastern part of the State of Kansas near Baxter, and has a family. 



 

Eliza is the wife of Frank Davis, and lives in Fairmount having children. 

 

    Eri Rich was about twelve years old when his father moved from Hamilton 
County to Grant county. He grew up on a farm, received a substantial 
education in the local schools, and taking up the vocation to which he had 
been trained, he conducted a place in the country for a number of years. In 
1869, he moved to Miami County, Indiana, where he improved the farm of 
sixty acres. That land was subsequently traded for a place in Grant County, 
comprising one hundred and sixty-eight acres. In 1897, Mr. Rich moved to 
Fairmount, retiring from active agriculture, and has since devoted his time to 
trade and stock breeding. For five years he was a feed merchant at 
Fairmount. Since then practically all his work has been in the raising of 
registered stock. He owns several excellent ;horses, including the Belgian 
horse named Ameer, a fine Percheron named Minstrel, and also a fine 
Belgian named Edmund. He has made a reputation as a careful breeder, and 
maintains one of the best stables in Grant County. 

 

    Mr. Rich was united in marriage in Grant County in 1861 to Elizabeth A. 
Davidson. She was born in Randolph County, North Carolina, January 20, 
1841, a daughter of Joseph and Rena (White) Davidson, who were Quaker 
people, farmers, and natives of North Carolina. The family moved to Indiana 
about 1858, leased a farm in Grant County, and later in the same year the 
parents moved to Minnesota where they died at a good old age. Mr. and Mrs. 
Rich became the parents of eleven children, whose names and careers are 
briefly stated as follows: 

 

Enos died when young. 

 

Rena Ellen is the wife of Ray McHatten, and has three children, Grace, Effie 
and Fred. 

 

M. Etta is the wife of Micajah Thomas, living in Fairmount, and their children 
are Everett, who is married, Adelbert, Clarence W., and Cleo F., the 
youngest being at home and all the children well educated. 



 

Elwood lives in Huntington County, is married and has three sons, Robert, 
William and Ralph. 

 

John is married, and has a family of one son, Alvie, and two daughters, Lulu 
and Ethel, and lives in Fairmount. 

 

Lucina is the widow of Lewis Thomas, living in Huntington, Indiana, and has 
two sons, Eri and Walter. 

 

Milton resides in Fairmount Township, is married and has three sons, Doite, 
Earl and Glen. 

 

Eliza is the wife of Norman Little, living in Huntington County, and they are 
the parents of three sons, Orville, Willard and Virgil. 

 

May is the wife of Arthur Marsh, living in California, and they have two sons, 
Albert and Walter Eri. 

 

Eunice died after her marriage to Alfred Marine, leaving one son, Eri. 

 

The youngest child died in infancy. 

 

    Mr. and Mrs. Rich are both birthright members of the Friends Church. Mr. 
Rich was a for a number of years a Republican voter, but latterly has 
supported the Democratic party. 
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